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Mr. Kobik’s Corner 

Welcome to the 2020 – 2021 school year and 
another year of the Janvier Journal! It is my 
hope that this newsletter will continue to serve 
all members of the Mary F. Janvier Elemen-
tary School community as a valuable resource 
in communicating general and grade - level 
specific information.  Although this segment 
of the newsletter entitled Mr. Kobik’s Corner 
will provide me with the opportunity to share 
with you general information as well as edu-
cationally relevant material, it is my intent 
that this entire publication will involve an ar-
ray of students and staff.  While the unique 
circumstances of Covid – 19 have led to new 
requirements and procedures, one item that 
has not changed is our dedication towards 
meeting the educational needs of our children.  
I believe that it is important to identify what 
has remained the same from prior years and 
certainly, the consistent effort of the Mary F. 
Janvier staff in providing a safe, nurturing, 
and educationally – rich environment for the 
children is a constant.  I would be remiss if I 
did not thank you; our student’s parents and 
guardians, for all that you have done in sup-
porting your child(ren) and our efforts during 
the initial portion of this school year.  The 
challenges of the pandemic have clearly 
shown that we are a strong educational com-
munity. Throughout the Summer, many staff 
members, representatives from our communi-
ty, and parents and guardians served on com-
mittees in an effort to collaboratively problem 
– solve and plan. The successful work that 
was completed led to the opening of our 
schools.  How refreshing it was to see our re-
turning Pre K students and 1st and 2nd Graders 
while welcoming our Kindergarteners during 
the first days of school! In addition to the 
planning of instructional frameworks and 

safety measures during the Summer, fa-
cilities projects that included the replace-
ment of lights throughout our school, the 
replacement of two hot water heaters, an 
upgrade to our boiler, replacement of 
countertops in specific classrooms, and 
painting in multiple areas of the building 
occurred. Already, there is much happen-
ing at Mary F. Janvier Elementary and 
this edition of the Janvier Journal high-
lights some of these activities.  In the fol-
lowing pages you will find information 
from Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd Grades, 
as well as communication from our 
teachers of Music, Computers, Library, 
our School Nurse, and our School Coun-
selor.  Additionally, our Basic Skills 
Team has provided an article that high-
lights the benefits of reading to your 
child. The greatest gift that you can give 
to your child is your time and reading to 
your child can lead to the acceleration of 
their language development as well as 
the building of happy memories for you 
and your child. So let us all enthusiasti-
cally welcome the cool mornings of Au-
tumn and the vibrant colors of the chang-
ing leaves.  School has started and it will 
be a great year! 
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Our virtual library classes are under-
way, and we have already learned so 
much about books and library man-
ners! The students have explored sev-
eral different books and shared some 
of their favorites utilizing Flipgrid 
and Google Classroom.  Please re-
member to log into Google Class-
room each week to view your child's 
assignments.  Weekly assignments 
will be graded and lead to the stu-
dent's report card grade.  Library as-
signments will be posted each week 
in Google Classroom by Monday 
morning.  Assignments will be due by 

Welcome to the Library 

Friday of that same week unless 
otherwise noted. If I can be of any 
further assistance,  please don't hes-
itate to contact me 
at kmonaghan@franklintwpschools.
org.   

  

 

Happy Fall from the Nurse’s Office. I 
feel like we are off to a good start so far 
and I am forever impressed at how well 
these little ones keep their masks on.  
They really are doing a great job at each 
grade level.  Since we are at the start of 
cold and flu season, I am asking that 
you partner with myself and the school 
to keep our community healthy.  If your 
child is out sick, please notify the 
school.  I am doing follow up calls, as 
well so we make best practices happen 
here at Janvier.  Since it is the year of 
Covid, please remember to screen your 
child each morning. Any 2 symptoms 
on the first list are reason to keep your 
child home or any 1 on the second list.  

 Fever (Measured or Subjective) 

 Chills 

 Rigors (shivers) 

 Myalgia (muscle aches) 

 Headache 

 Sore Throat 

 Nausea or Vomiting 

 Diarrhea 

 Fatigue 

 Congestion or Runny Nose 
 

 Cough 

 Shortness of Breath 

 Difficulty Breathing 

 New Loss of Smell 

 New Loss of Taste 

Notes From the Nurse’s Office 

What’s Happening in Music Class 

Welcome back to music 
class!  Please make sure your child 
has joined his/her Related Arts 
Google Classroom!  Our Kindergar-
ten students are learning about in-
struments of the orchestra while lis-
tening to Carnival of the Animals by 
Camille Saint Saens.  1st Grade stu-
dents are also learning about instru-
ments of the orchestra through inter-
active videos.  2nd Grade students 
are learning the history of My Coun-
try Tis of Thee by Samuel Francis 

Smith and will continue to learn ad-
ditional patriotic songs.  The Google 
Meet sessions are optional but all are 
welcome to attend their assigned ses-
sion! 

 

The Gloucester County Flu schedule is 
posted on the homepage of the district 
website as well.  I always encourage 
people to take advantage of this free 
service to keep yourself flu free.  
 I check my email and voicemail each 

morning as soon as I arrive, so please 
feel free to reach out to me.  Stay safe 

and healthy 

mailto:kmonaghan@franklintwpschools.org
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Our Janvier Jackrabbits are off to a 
great start for the 2020-2021 
school year! We have a lot of ex-
citing days ahead, planned by our 
Character Ed Committee! We 
kicked off our monthly Unity Day 
in September by wearing our fa-
vorite team shirt to show we are a 
part of the Jackrabbit team. Thank 
you to all who participated! We 
were also excited to celebrate the 
state-wide "Week of Respect", the 
week of October 5th-9th. We were 
celebrating with our first school 
spirit week! Students and staff 
were asked to show their support 
for the Week of Respect by follow-

ing the school spirit-wear schedule. 
Remote learners were able to partic-
ipate using our school Flipgrid ac-
count. We encouraged hy-
brid learners to utilize the Flipgrid 
account, as well. Please look out for 
upcoming flyers for our monthly 
Unity Days as well as future school 
spirit weeks!   

Message from the Counselor 

Computer Literacy 

Welcome back to another year of 
learning!  I hope everyone had a 
safe, healthy and restful summer.  I 
am so proud of how wonderfully 
all of our students have adapted to 
completing their Computer Litera-
cy assignments virtually!  While it 
is important for you to review your 
students’ work, please make sure 
they are the ones that are typing 
their assignments.  You will be 
amazed at how quickly children 
learn computer skills, but without 

practicing themselves, they will not 
learn to be independent using tech-
nology. Thank you in advance for 
all of your support; I know it is go-
ing to be another great year!  If you 
ever have questions or concerns, 
please message me in Google Class-
room or email me 
at jgraff@franklintwpschools.org. 

1. Brain Development - Babies 
are born learning.  From birth to 
age 3 are critical years for the 
development of language skills 
that are foundational for future 
learning success.  Parents are a 
child’s first and most important 
teacher. 
2. Language - The number of 
words that a child knows when 
he or she enters kindergarten is 
the most important predictor of 
a child’s success.  Reading 
aloud grows your child’s vo-
cabulary and introduces many 

words and concepts that you 
might not use in everyday con-
versation. 
3. Knowledge - Books are a 
pleasure, yes, and they are also 
informative.  You and your 
child can learn something new 
when you read aloud. 
4. Literacy Skills - Vocabu-
lary.  Phonics.  Familiarity with 
the printed word.  Storytell-
ing.  Comprehension.  Reading 
aloud is invaluable for building 
literacy skills. 
5. Love of Reading - Parents 

that read aloud demonstrate 
that reading is important, that 
reading is pleasurable, that 
reading is valued. 
6. Bonding - Is there anything 
better than sharing a good book 
with a child in your lap? 

mailto:jgraff@franklintwpschools.org
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Students in Mrs. Reber's Kinder-
garten class have been investigat-
ing apples! We discussed the dif-
ferent kinds of apples we already 
know about and whether we liked 
apples or not.  Then we watched 
as Mrs. Reber cut an apple and 
found out the center is called the 
core which holds the seeds.  Eve-
ryone had a chance to taste red, 
green, and yellow apples.  We 
shared words to describe the taste 
of each.  Finally, each student 

chose their favorite kind on an 
interactive slide on the Promethe-
an board.   

What’s Happening in 1st Grade 

What’s Happening in 2nd Grade 

1st Grade is off to a terrific start 
this school year as the students are 
all adjusting to our new routines 
and environments.  Although this 
year certainly looks and feels dif-
ferent, the 1st Graders came ready 
and excited to meet their new 
friends and see their class-
rooms.  During the first couple of 
weeks,  we have been working on 
building relationships, learning 
our new routines and what it 
means to be a part of the Janvier 
Team.  We have learned how to be 
“bucket fillers” instead of “bucket 
dippers” and talked about all the 

ways that we can fill someone’s 
bucket by being a good team 
member.   Through stories like 
Have You Filled a Bucket Today, 
Chrysanthemum, and Giraffes 
Can’t Dance we have learned 
how to celebrate how we are each 
uniquely different.   1st Graders, 
are also starting the year off learn-
ing our new math routines and the 
first addition strategy of the year 
Counting On to Add with our 
Ready Math program.  Lastly, in 
Benchmark, our young readers 
are busy learning what a good 
reader looks and sounds like as 

they learn routines for Reader’s Work-
shop, Phonics, and Writer’s Work-
shop.    A lot may look different this 
year but there is still a lot of the same 
great learning happening in 1st Grade!  

Whether hybrid or all-remote, 2nd 
Graders have had an exciting begin-
ning of the school year! They are all 
doing a phenomenal job settling into 
their role of being the leaders in our 
school.  After spending the first week 
or so of school establishing routines, 
procedures and rules as well as adapt-
ing to their new schedules, ELA stu-
dents have been very busy with Read-
ing and Phonics lessons in the Launch 
unit of the ELA curriculum Bench-
mark Workshop. Some lessons have 
been live with their teachers (either in
-person or remote) and other lessons 

have had students watching pre-
recorded videos made by their teach-
ers. 2nd Graders have been focusing 
on reviewing previously learned skills 
and building up their reading stamina 
to set them up for success. Be on the 
lookout for a spotlight on 2nd Grade 
Math in the next issue! All of the 2nd 
Grade teachers are looking forward to 
a wonderful school year filled with 
growth! In closing, your ELA teach-
ers want to remind you to read every 
day because as Dr. Seuss said, “The 
more that you read, the more things 
you will know. The more that you 

learn, the more places you'll go.”  


